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The Turkish Van is a
natural breed from the
Lake Van area in what
is now Turkey.
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BY STACY N. HACKETT

Pretty and

Playful

THE CHERISHED TURKISH VAN LIVES LIFE TO THE FULLEST.

HINK TWICE BEFORE YOU
leave a glass of water unattended
near a Turkish Van. You may return
to find it halfway gone, spilled or
containing the paws of a curious cat.
“Turkish Vans have a real fascination with water,”
explains Barbara Lindsey, a breeder from Caddo
Mills, Texas. “They love to play in water bowls,
toilets or anywhere water may be found.”
That includes the shower or the tub. “It is common for Vans to

collect around the tub when their owner is taking a bath,” says Pat
Chapman, abreeder from San Antonio. “It is regularly reported

Perhaps the cat’s love of water harkens back to the breed’s
origins in the Lake Van region of Turkey. One of the oldest natural
breeds, the Turkish Van has been prized as abeloved pet by resi-
dents of the area for hundreds of years. Over the years, the breed’s
outgoing personality and striking van pattern — characterized by
awhite body with colored markings primarily on the head and tail
— caught the eye of many visitors, and the cat made its way to all
corners of the globe.

Turkish Delight

Today, fans of the Turkish Van cherish the breed for its outgo-
ing, charming personality and its unique good looks. “They have a
very distinct look: alert, ive eyes, high avery
broad chest,” says Erica Tadajewski, a breeder from Ovid, Mich.

thata Van has gotten in the tub or shower likes to

stand with their feet in the water dish or will actually get in a pool
and swim.”

“When you touch hi describe the soft cash
text their coat.”
That soft, fine, semi coat — often tothe
fur ofarabbit — f the Turkish Van’ ishi
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The Turkish Van’s coat
features a unique texture
that makes it waterproof.

LARRY JOHNSON
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characteristics. Despite its length, the single
coat requires minimal maintenance. “They
are easy to groom,” says Lindsey, who prefers
using a comb for grooming chores instead

of abrush. “The winter coat is very long and
thick, and the summer coat is shorter and
thinner. That means springtime is a good
shedding time, and they must have regular
grooming in those months to take care of the
loose hair.”

As its name states, the Turkish Van dis-
plays the van pattern. Most cats have a chalk
white body, with colored spots most fre-
quently appearing on the head and plumed
tail. The spots can come in a range of colors,
including black, blue, red, cream, tortie and
brown tabby, among others. Some Turkish
Vans feature a solid white coat, alook that is
highly valued in the breed's native country.

“Because the all-white Van was treasured
so greatly by the Turkish people, the govern-
ment did not, until recently, allow the all-
white Turkish Van to leave Turkey,” Lindsey
explains. “Even now, a permit is required to
export an all-white Van.”

Combine the all-white coat with odd eyes,
and the cat’s appeal increases. In fact, sucha
catis held in the highest regard in its native
land, according to the website for The Inter-
national Cat Association. The breed also can
display amber or blue eyes.

High cheekbones, a broad face and a
rounded muzzle complete the Turkish
Van’s look. “You can tell if a cat is a Turkish
Van from across the room,” Lindsey says.
“They are always alert to what is going on
around them.”

Feline Explorers

Not much gets past the Turkish Van’s attention. “They are so
in tune to people and want to make them happy,” Tadajewski says,
noting that the cat’s high energy level leads it to seek interaction
with its owners. “They need to have things to keep them busy.”

Chapman agrees, describing the breed's energy level as coming
in two speeds: “out flat or flat out.” When in “flat out” speed, the
Turkish Van enjoys interactive play with its family, participating
in games such as fetch or chasing after teaser toys.

“They are very inquisitive and intelligent, always looking for
something to get into,” Lindsey explains. “If given enough room,
they love to run and jump. They are very high jumpers and can
jump up on high places.”

Chapman recommends that Turkish Van owners keep their
breakable items off of open surfaces, as the cat wants to explore
every inch of the house. “It is common to find them on top of the
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fridge, bookshelves, curio cabinets and mantels,” she says. “If my
Vans could figure out how to get up there, they would hang from
the ceiling fans.”

Because the Turkish Van has a high energy level and thrives on
interaction, breeders recommend that the cat live with families
that can spend plenty of time with the cat. “Turkish Vans need an
owner that will give them attention and playtime,” Lindsey ex-
plains. “They are people cats and, in many ways, similar to dogs.”

The Turkish Van fits well in a home with active, involved
owners, breeders say, as the cat loves all types of people and will
shower their favorite people with affection. “They are very loyal
to the people they love,” Tadajewski explains. &

Stacy N. Hackett writes frequently about cats and other pets. She has a
special affection for the Cornish Rex breed and any cat with red tabby
markings.
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