




B 

of 

gr at whj e cat w~th ta~l 11k. • £1 .. , 
walka on padded paws and haa a pblj81cal 

y only erceeded by its ental bll1 clj. 

1 gendary description I Ie rn as 
th c s by the ·Sea beyond he 

Sunse •• I nd an apt description of 
own Tur J.sh cats. 

Th n "Turk sh" dates from the recog-
n1tJ.on of th breed by the Governing Council 
of the ea ancy in Britain on February 12, 
1969. Tod your Turkish visitors ace p he 
titl Th Turkiah Cats because the Lake V n 
ar is prof Turkey and the cats carry he 
Turkish colours. 

Th wo kittens presented to Miss Lura 
Lushing on in Turk y in 1955 were iden ifi d 
as th f mo Van cats. They were m 1 and 
femal of unr la ed and geographically s p r­
a ed lines. Th y produced kittens like un 0 
their kJ.nd. In 1959 ~ss Lushington brou h 
a further two f m les and one male fro Turk­
ey and, onc 9 n, the cats bred true. This 
nucleus of fiv c ts - the original cs 
foun d br d n England. 

Th show standard of points was co il cl 
aI er th s udy of many cats. It was pu 
forward by the A.O.V. Club of Grea Bri in, 
ace p d by th G.e.C.F., and the ca s hay 
since 1969 h d the official breed number lJd 
and champion status. 

The. b r bones of factual information 
give a d c ptive impression that es abl sh ng 
the Turkish c t in Britain was simple and 
str ght-forw rd. To achieve a true p c ur , 
on mus dd th mi les Miss Lushington has 
ray lIed in Turkey n search f cats, the 

d 

to Van 

YA 

va • 

nl vi h th ir sire CH. V 
a in. 
II- r.-old female. great-grandda 

awn r, Maureen 0'5ull 
f_Ie. 

2nd row 
~TAL. undtspu d Top Cat' and rut l' of our 
ca communIty. An extr m erampl of the occ•• ional 
{nco-pt t h d _ricin. Winter coa • 
A WATER IlIILL t. I is difficult to take a t.rac­

iv photo of v t cats and clear vater. Tn a pic­
tur 0 nnot. show t.hat the cat,. pass he II 
fro- On to ano h l' splash, paddle around etc. We 
hav P\l vo pictures of the vater-fill d 0­

h r. ta non riaht ar e1' the otb r' 

II}Wholo. by Ilr>b.n 

by }. GI n- t 
quisite quarantining. th raring, feeding 

nd caring for the n ces.ary g nerations for 
proof of pure breeding, and the advice and 
he lp oI those with exper knowledge in the 
various aspects pert ining to the pedigree 
cat. It all adds up to gre t deal of time, 
money. experience - and en huei sm. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES 
The colour con tras t of uburn h d markings 
and flame tail gainet chalk-white coat 
give the Turkish cat an rr e ing appearance. 
Co t-type is generally cc pted as a mutation 
fixed by natural selec on. Th s r and 
winter coats show a noticeable v ri tion in 
length appropriate to th t ratura ranges 
of E stern Turkey. Tb fac that cats flat­
ten the hair in high e r tures further em­
ph.. zes the shorter-h red ppearance of the 
Turkish cats in 8 r. Th coat is s1lky to 
the roots and can conIo Cl08 ly to the body 
outline. Conversely, ~n win r, the fluffing 
out of the coat akes th c t look larger and 
draws one's attention 0 th actu 1 length 
and density of the fur. Th body coat of the 
alt red cat is long rand mor sp ctacular 
than that of the br ding c Tails do not 
v ry 0 any grea exten. Th y r a domin­
ant feature in both summe and winter. The 
yes are large, round nd g n ly mber. 

SHOW STANDARD 
Slight variants from 

of perfection appear in th 
Occasiona~ly c ts h v inc 1 t 
ings. In some cats the auburn h d markings 
spre d to the ears. Th re m y be ew 
irregularly placed mark. on h body. The 
tail colour can extend only to th base of 
the body or continue 0 varying degree up 
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GCCF SHOW STA DARD FOR THE TURKISH CAT 
Colour and Co e: JS oint.
 
Colour - chalk whi with 0 race of y llow.
 
Auburn markings on face with white blaz ,
 
ears should be wh te; nose ip, pads, and in­

sid ears, a del~cate shell pink. Fur should
 
be long, sof and silky 0 th roots. 0
 
woolly undercoa .
 
Head: 25 poin
 
Short wedge, w II-feathered rs upright and
 

irly close og ther; long n06 . 
5*e.: 10 ~int. 
S pe sho d b round, colour light amber, 
ri pink-skinn d. 
eody: 10 pOJ n 
Long bu s urdy, legs medium in length; nea , 
round feet with w II-tufted toes. Males 
should be par ieularly muscular on neck nd 
shoulders.
 
Bru.h: 10 poin •
 
Full, medium length, auburn in colour wi h
 
faint auburn rings in eats, more distinct
 
r "g markings in ki ttens.
 
A f eb_·r 10 pOln . .s 110e ed fo!: cond eion.
 

th b cit. 
nsion of ail colour, I think i 
sthe ically more pleasing - partiCUlarly in 

a sea ed ea , but opinions vary on this poin t. 
British s andards do not include ail 

c rr~age. In my own cats, ail positions va­
ry with mood nd activi ty as in mos t 0 h r 
varieties. 1 h ve two cats th carry their 

1s coiled like that of collie-dog. Their 
d p ation to awing-doors, hung high enou h 

for a eat to w lk under bu not without im­
ding a high-h Id tail? My other cats c rry 

th ir ails upright when walking. They also 
usu lly enter th kitchen via the serving-
ha ch. 

As in all "patterned" br eds, ty
 
should never be subordina 0 pattern p
 
f cion. Th Bri tish show a andard cis
 
th rider that: "This is the idea; occa.ion­
ally so e cat. may bave ••al1 auburn .arkings 
irregularly pI ced but hi .hould not di.­
qua11fy an 0 he ise good .p cimen". 

It is int resting th Turkish people 
expect a good Spec1.men to c rry an auburn 
inger or thumb-mark, "Th m rk of All h", on 
h otherwise ll-white body. 

CHARACTER, TEMPERAME AND PERSONALITY 
I doubt if th re is any crea ure more diffi ­

cult to vi w objectively than a beau i ul
 
companion ca . 1 is as a ure-bred comp nion
 
: that the Turkish ca is most priz d, nd
 
In the horne th t he grea s "oharacters" of
 
th breed ar 0 be found.
 

Even regarded with a se soning of he 1­
thy natural BC pticism, th agglomera e of 
:Ollected s ories abou th prowess of indiv­
ldu 1 cats indie tes a high cat 1.0. As no 
:a will do nything it does not want 0 do, 
~ se reports corrobora my own findings 
h a remark 1 degree of 'samadhi' xists 

be n Turkish cats and ir human fr nds. 

1 pr fer the sanskr~ word 'samadhi' to 
'aff ctlon'. r means ogethern ss of mind 
and c nnot be confus d wi th ei r fawning or 
cupboard love. 

As with every 0 er crea ur , the ex n 
to which, and dir e ion in hich, the Turkish 
ca s· intelligence potential velops is d ­
pend n upon environmental fac ors. Over 
these f ctors, h n contac s x r the 
gre es control. So, paradoxic lly, th 
mos consistent characteristic of he Turkish 
cat i Lh individu lity of each Turkish ca 
to th people wi h whom it res1d 6. 

As a vari , ki tens ad p quickly to 
fami ly routine, nd cats would se m to be 
family rather th n one- an e . They seek 
fam~ liar human company, qw. e d finitely dis­
crimina n9 betw en friend nd a sleeping 
cat. They stre ch themselves Lo languid 
thr foot, toe-to- oe measur m n . Cats h 
hav been fondled but not res rained as ki ­
tens drape themselv s over chosen laps. 0 
only th height 0 which SO e can jump, bu 
also the appearance of moment rily hovering 
above chosen spo , as though supported by 
the current of air lifting th fur, is spec­
tacul .r. The c s " alk", can brained 0 

aId, many seem 0 have an c u 1 affini y 
for dogs, and in collllllOn wi th 11 alert Cll s, 
wha ev r the vari ty, exhibi in erest in 
ev ry ctivity in eir v c1ni y. They also 
love w ter. 

THE SWIMMING CAT 
The "swimming c became a popul r name af _I. 

er Miss Laura Lushington's ca s h d been s en 
SWimming on a tel vision progr mme and photo­
graphs of cats SWimming both in Turkey and n 
Bri in had been published. y there no 
have b en a period in pre-record d cat hist ­
ory when no cat fe red water? Ca s of oth r 
vari s often show interes in water, and 
other c ts can swim. We had a black Manx 
tha regUlarly sw m across a s ream with his 
Bulldog companion. 

R.P. Lister 1n his book "Turkey Obs rv ~ 
malt s the poin that the ca s r "not only 
abl , but Willing, to swl N. After watch n 
my c for a period of years, 1 can f1nd no 
obvious stimulus. There may distant 
link be ween natural selection by the survi­
val of the fi t S and the f ct that Eastern 
Turk y has been subject to floodwa ers, bu 
my obs rvations show no consis ney as 0 
ti of day, i of year, we ther condi ions 
or ev n the mper ure of th ater wi thin a 
range from warm 0 quite cool. The cats sim­
ply seem to enjoy water and 0 r gard wat r ­
play 4S one of th r many pas im s. 

Turkish cats can and do 1 ve happily 
where water is only availabl in drinking 
bowls. 

For prac cal reasons, our own eats only 
hav access to reas of water ufficlen for 
w ter-play, and i ~s th~s "pI ying" in wa er, 
rem n scent of children 1n a pool, that mos 
peopl find surprising. (Con inued on page S) 
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HERITAGE (Continued from p.6) 

Since the Ori nta1 5hor h ir has just 
been r cognized, h re is no show record from 
which to cite exci lng examples of the bre d. 
A1 though I do not know either the name of the 
cat nor the breed r' a blue ticked Orient 1 
5horthair was pre ented to the C.r.A. Board 
in Oc ober, 1975. It is the mos fantastic­
ally beautiful ca I have ever e nand, 
hopefully, that cat or one of i s offspring 
will be the first C.F.A. Grand Champion Ori­
ental Shorthair. 

GRIIND CHIINPION 
DOC III-OliO •S 
SBCOND TIME 
IIROUND, Blllck 
Srook !rotic 
Sborth ir 
bred , OOined 
bl/ Don , 
Sarbara Yoder. 

At the oppos extreme of body types is 
the shorthaired P rsian known as the Exotic 
Shorthair. Conceiv d as a br d to make 
saints out of sinners, the Exo c Shortbair 
was qui tly envision d as a dumping ground 
for the hybridized Silver American Shorthair. 
No doubt, there were those who f It that the 
breed would be shor l~ved and u1 imately 
toss d over the side taking with ~t the re­
registered hybrids. Contrary to official 
C.F.A. minutes, it w s Lee Carnahan who res­
cued the breed from demise and, much to 
everyone's surpris , the Exotic Shorthair go 
its second wind nd took off. 

a rbar and Don Yoder put the breed on 
the map with DOCIII-D a's TRILBY. There are 

now many Grand 
Ch pion Exo­
tics and many 
more to come. 

The future 
of the fancy is 
in good hands 
••• and tha 's 
the long and 
short of i 

GRIIND CR/I.'IPION 
PKHTRE PBTER, 

he author's 
Cr am Exotic 
Sborl:hai.r ma.le. 

I 
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TURKiSH VAN 
"swim" 0 eir own volition 

and cess~ty or through human con-
d~ as cats th could in no way 
h v learn y example have taken to water as 
r ad ly s ki tens re r d in the company of 
adul Turkish cats, lilting for water 
would seem 0 be instinctive. Ins inctive 
an mal behaviour is of n accomp n d by rit ­
u 1, and i s in teres ing 0 obs rve tha 

e urkish cats do ha what ap rs to be
 
r ual test~ng of the ater.
 

In s respec I th reac ons are ex­
actly the s as those of cats of ny other 
v riety. A Turkish kitt n will ev n ually 
drown if i cannot get ou of wa r. A Turk­
i h cat would leap if thrown into w ter, and 
as cats ar by nature av rse to giving public 
perfo ODances , the Turkish cat is seldo seen 
to swim by those who expect a circus-act. 
However, I doubt if there is any fr quent 
visl or who has not se n our cats in water so 
of en tha t is in tl taken for granted. 

GROO I G 
Turkish cats normally groom thems lv s very 

f iciently. Fresh air, exercise, and sui a­
bi diet ar e basis of good coa condi ion 
and, becau the silky coat is no prone to 
angling. li tle brushing is nee ssary other 

than during moulting. 
e groo w th rub r-cushion d, pure 

bristle (no nylon) hair brushes and find the 
cats enjoy the individu 1 at n ion involv d, 
which indir 0 ly condi ions them 0 handling. 

Turkish cats can be washed more easily 
han cats that fear wa er, always remembering 

that their liking is no for soapy water in 
ey II or ears. Frequen w shing does not seem 
e~ther necessary or advisable. W hing seems 

o have a s milar eff ct to powd ring in pre­
venting dry ng quickly fter wa r-play, 
possibly bec use too much natural oil is re­
DIOved from th coat. 

Care must be en that nothing which
 
leaks colour is carri.ed into a pool.
 

DIET 
Turkish ki t ns and c have larg appetite& 

ca do not drink. milk. Their nutri . on­
al require nts are those of any other good­
sized, active, uscular cat. Individual cats 
develop ~ndividual likes and dislik.es, and 
br ders h v individu 1 menu preferences. I 
like to in roduce ki ns gradually to as ma­
ny 'tastes' • ossibl in ord r that the d­
ul s' die can be varied and blanc d, and 
for prote n con tent vour a high proportion 
of raw, red me ts. 

I have never persu ded any c to accep 
v ge ables with meals, but my Turkish cats 
will eat fr 8b-picked spinach Ie ves. youn 
sprouts and young garlic. 

I lik 6 month 1 8 to weigh 8 lbs; fe­
1 s about 7 lbs; adul ales (stud and 

n uter) to b firm-muscled and ac ve, and 
av rage 14 lbs when full-grown; adult fema s 

In f ct. my C s show lit 1 va­
my s andards. 

BREEDING 
Turkish queens ry sturdy, 
attrac ive kitt ns 0 a 1i t r It is an 
accept d general br ecting policy that os 
queens are restr cted to on 1 tter ye r in 
re=gni tion of th act tha kittens r quire 
an ex r time allotment from a breed r's oth­
er commitments and hat each queen and mating 
should b given individual considera ion. In 
the Van region and ongs the' ancien ' 
temper ture would, I think, h ve restricted 
the 1 ngth of the breeding se son. 

To the would-b breed r, rela ive sca ­
city is the main item on the debit sid. In 
comparison with n rically larger b ds I 

the cho ce of ava lable c is lillli ed 
anyone time. The initial co t of a lllini um 
breeding stock is high. Ou ns are unlikely 
to ina suitabl suds conv n ently av ilable 
geographically. A stud is likely b 
underworked. 

On the credi ide: the conserva ionis t 
will pprove . ss Lushington' s early hasis 
upon preserving type with no concessions 0­
wards Itering the origin 1 c t, or llowing 
quanti y breed ng 0 depr ci te qu lity. 

Th hardin ss of Turkish cats is commen­
dabl. Most qu ns make excellent mothers. 
Fathers can be v ry affectionate. K.i ns 
are born pattern d, grow rapidly, and re 
very ctive, pI y fll! and mischievous. 

Together with basic breeding principles, 
nd wi hout de r c ing from their impor ance, 

1 think one should always ke p in mind the 
fact tha genet 0 heritage can only supply 
paten ial. Environmental f ctors muat be 
riqh if the po ntial is 0 be developed to 
the full extent. 

SHOW SUCCESS 
VAN ALAHYA, born June 20, 1962, bred, owned 
and loved by ss Laura Lushington, w the 
fir Turkish cat 0 gain ch pionship. In 
the 1971-'72 se 80n, KASTAHOHOU YAVASKA, bred 
by Mrs. L. Russ 11 and own d by Mrs. F. Bond, 
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and A I LLI, owned and bred by Miss L. Jarman 
(now Mrs. Burne ), also became champion 

queens. In 1973, VA SAYAN, a grandson of 
VAN ALA VA, born January 27, 1972, bred for 
me by ss Lush~ngton, proved himself "worthy 
and des rving" s his name impli s by b com­
ing th irst le Turkish champion and sir­
ing th now ch ion VADIBATI IA08, own d by 
Miss aureen O'Sullivan and Hiss ad 1 ine 
Stanl y, and th now champion VADIBATI ZENC8­
FIL, owned by Mr . Koenem n, Holland. 

CCCF cham ions ar required to h v 
thr~e gen ration of r 91ster d Turkish ca s 
shown n their immediat ances 

Th vari ty is no idely shown, . nd of­
ten a Judge's ntal image of the perfect cat 
has more relevance than competi ive comp ri­
son 0 the gr n ing 0 chall nge certifi­
cate. 

Phenotype n condition can be ad qu te­
ly judg d at show. My own cn s exhibit 
thems lve mor dvant geously in the 1 rger 
area va1.labl 0 th in their home enVlron­

n where th y can d onstrate their re rk­
able gility, indlcate their mental ability, 
and wh r one c n see th tail not just s a 
'brush' but 90 very much 'like flame' . 

ORE PHOTOGRAPHS D READI G 
For th select ve breed r, photograph c re­
cords invaluably augment pedigre inform tion. 
Pictur 9 can be found in a numb r of non­
specific lly c t publ~c tions. Single rele­
vant illustrations ar in: 
he Observers' Book of Cats - Cr ce Pond~ 

All Color Book of Cats - E. Towe , C. M calf 
A 1 Colour Book 0 Kittens - How rd Lox on; 
The a pJet~ C t ~nc9 op ed.a - edited by. 
Grac Pond includes s v ral photos of Turklsh 
cats. Amongst those taken by Sonia Halliday 
are two fernal s brough from Turkey by Miss 
Lush ngton and two m les bred by her from 
thes qu ns: GL ~LLI ISKE DERUN (firs f im­
port) and VAN ATTTLA . NBUL ( from ber ma­
t~ng iSTANBUL BYZANTIUM (first m import); 
ANTALYA ANATOLtA (impo L f) and VAN CELIK BU~ 
DUR (m) from her mating with BUROUR (import 
mI. 
er. AbliS" Alison Ash-n 
ord , Gr ce Pond cont ins iden ified photos 

by Ann Cumbers of cats own d by breed rs Mrs. 
Tidmarsh and Mrs. Russell, in ddition to 
some 0 Hiss Lus ~ngton's Van cats photograp 
ed by Son~a Halliday. 
Cat Lov r'B ourn.1. 1970-'71 con ains an il­
lustr ed article by Iris Hancox. 

PURCHASI G A TURKISH CAT 
It is possible to ach1ev mo than a very 
general lmpression of he distribution of 
'Van C ls' in pr sent-day Turkey. Cats would 
seem, over the last half century (possibly 
some also earlier) 0 have been bred both in 
the Van Distr1.c (still not eas1ly accessible 
and I h ve no cent r port) and in other 
parts 0 Turk y - and 0 have bred. Wi hin 
r cen y ars, and with n increase of ourist 
vlsi 0 , the c t in Turkey would seem to 
have acqlUred new c rcial v lue. Th 

soundest advic one could off r anyone is the 
old • C veat Emptor' (buyer bewar ). Th re­
sponsibility li s upon the shoulders of the 
'fancier' to nsure th t a ca comoli s with 
requlr ments, i only b cause it may not be 
unders oed exac ly what is required. With 
the right con cts, I think i would still be 
possibl to find the right ca . 

Th re is no centre of registration for 
cats in Turkey, nd I doubt if many wrl en 
records such as we know them exist; which is 
not of course 0 say tha catll re not bred 
-o-a conformity which h s been ppreciated 1n 
tha coun ry for many hwuan-generations. 

B cause there ~s no adminis ra ive body, 
there re no "r cognized" records of br eding 
ccep able to he Governing Counc~l of he 

British Cat Fancy. 
In England, an iJIlported c '5 pedigree 

shows ancestry as "unr gistered in Turk y", 
nd c is n ered on he Supplement ry re­

gister - (SR or SRINS) on the pedigree). When 
Turkish Cat gre -grandp rents, grandpa nts, 
and par nts on both sid shave b n register­
ed, th kittens of the n xt gen ration are 
ligible for full regis ration, e.g. VAN BO­

STANCI having grand-dam import d from Tur­
key has supplementary registration. Her kit­
tens have full r giser ion. 

A number of 'altered' cats have b en ex­
ported from England to privat owners in oth­
er countries. During 1973, Ans Keen n col­
lected breeding stock from thr e breed rs in 
England and is the firs breeder of Turkish 
Van C in Holl nd. She alre dy has num­
ber of show aw rds. In April, 1975, in Ant­
werpen, VADIBATI ZENCE' I. got his third CACIH 
and became an Interna . onal Ch ion, 
first mongst the Turkish Cats, and his son, 
SPENSIVE, aIr dy has one CAC 0 his cr dit. 

a fore p rting wi a ca , a bre der 
must b assur d of i future w lfare and, if 
breeding stock is involv d, th future 0 the 
varie y. Thi applies very g nerally 0 the 
ethical breed r of any variety in Bri ain. In 
addition, bre ders may prefer 'fanci r' to 
see reI ted dult cat before choosing a kit­
ten and before finally d ciding that y 
appr c1. te the Turkish C t. £ ch lndlv~dual 

breeder w~ll al 0 hav indivldu 1 prlori ies 
and, in most c ses. oth r commitments. 

Th re is no simpl rule of thumb for ob­
ta1ning a Turkish Ca or cats. The situ tion 
could w 11 be differen for ach individu I 
'fanci r'. areed rs who migh b con c ed 
include: 
Ans K neman, Molen eg 1, Wedd (Gr), Holland 
Mrs. T1dmarsh, 310 Be 1 Y Road, Burr~d9, r. 

Southampton, ngland; 
Mrs. Russell. A plemore Cott g , Dibden, 

Southampton, ngland; 
or myself, Norlands, orlands L ne, Thorpe, 
Egham, Surrey, England. 

I seem to answer a great number 0 que­
ries on the breed bu w are in no way com­
mercial breeders, do no send cats un ccom­
panied, and our kittens go 0 p ople who kn~' 

ur cats. 




