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TheTURKISH VAN
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great white cat with tail

This is the legendary description I learnt as
a child of the cats by the "Sea beyond the
Sunset”. I find it an apt description of my
own Turkish cats.

The name “"Turkish" dates from the recog-
nition of the breed by the Governing Council
of the Cat Fancy in Britain on February 12,
1969. Today our Turkish visitors accept the
title The Turkish Cats because the Lake Van
area is part of Turkey and the cats carry the
Turkish colours.

The two kittens presented to Miss Laura
Lushington in Turkey in 1955 were identified
as the famous Van cats. They were male and
female of unrelated and geographically separ-
ated lines. They produced kittens like unto
their kind. 1In 1959 Miss Lushington brought
a further two females and one male from Turk-
ey and, once again, the cats bred true. This
nucleus of five cats - the original cats -
founded the breed in England.

The show standard of points was compiled
after the study of many cats. It was put
forward by the A.0.V. Club of Great Britain,
accepted by the G.C.C.F., and the cats have
since 1969 had the official breed number 134
and champion status.

These bare bones of factual information
give a deceptive impression that establishing
the Turkish cat in Britain was simple and
straight-forward. To achieve a true picture,
one must add the miles Miss Lushington has
travelled in Turkey in search of cats, the

The Glen-Wests' Turkish Van Photo Album - Page 7

Top Section - Upper row (left to right)
CH. VAN SAYAN shown alone and with kitten,
TITAN, curled tail.

VADIBATT TILSIM, male.

2nd row

Vadibati kittens with their sire, CH. VAN SAYAN
VAN SAYAN again,

VAN RAFIA, ll-yr.-old female, great-granddam to Van
Bostanci, pictured by owner, Maureen O'Sullivan.
VADIBATI KAZAN, female.

Lower Section - Upper row

VAN BOSTANCI, female bred by Miss Lushington. Judged
to have good head markings and type. Winter coat.
MALE & FEMALE, 9 months, trained to the lead.

YOUNG CATS at play. Summer coats,

2nd row

VAN KARTAL, undisputed 'Top Cat' and ruler of our
cat community. An extreme example of the occasional
incomplete head marking. Winter coat.

A WATER BALL GAME, Tt is difficult to take attrac-
tive photos of wet cats and clear water. In a pic-
ture one cannot show that the cats pass the ball
from one to another, splash, paddle around, etc. We
have put two pictures of the water-filled boat to-
gether, taken one right after the other.

(Photos by Robin & Angus Glen-West)

like a flame,

he
i that walks on padded paws and has a physical
agility only exceeded by its mental ability.

CHAMPION VAN SAYAN with
now Champion VADIBATI
ZADE when 5 months.

by J. Glen-West

requisite guarantining, the rearing, feeding
and caring for the necessary generations for
proof of pure breeding, and the advice and
help of those with expert knowledge in the
various aspects pertaining to the pedigree
cat. It all adds up to a great deal of time,
money, experience - and enthusiasm.

PHYSICAL FEATURES

The colour contrast of auburn head markings
and flame tail against a chalk-white coat
give the Turkish cat an arresting appearance.
Coat-type is generally accepted as a mutation
fixed by natural selection. The summer and
winter coats show a noticeable variation in
length appropriate to the temperature ranges
of Eastern Turkey. The fact that cats flat-
ten the hair in high temperatures further em-
phasizes the shorter-haired appearance of the
Turkish cats in summer. The coat is silky to
the roots and can conform closely to the body
outline. Conversely, in winter, the fluffing
out of the coat makes the cat look larger and
draws one's attention to the actual length
and density of the fur. The body coat of the
altered cat is longer and more spectacular
than that of the breeding cat. Tails do not
vary to any great extent. They are a domin-
ant feature in both summer and winter. The
eyes are large, round and gently amber.

SHOW STANDARD

Slight variants from the show standard
of perfection appear in the colour pattern.
Occasionally cats have incomplete head mark-
ings. In some cats the auburn head markings
spread to the ears. There may be a few
irregularly placed marks on the body. The
tail colour can extend only to the base of
the body or continue to a varying degree up



GCCF SHOW STANDARD FOR THE TURKISH CAT

Colour and Coat: 35 points
Colour - chalk white with no trace of yellow.

Auburn markings on face with white blaze,
ears should be white; nose tip, pads, and in-
side ears, a delicate shell pink. Fur should
be long, soft and silky to the roots. No
woolly undercoat.

Head: 25 points
Short wedge, well-feathered ears upright and
fairly close together; long nose.

Eyes: 10 points
gﬁape 550513 be round, colour light amber,

rims pink-skinned.

Body: 10 points
fong but sturdy, legs medium in length; neat,

round feet with well-tufted toes. Males
should be particularly muscular on neck and
shoulders.

Brush: 10 points
Full, medium len , auburn in colour with

faint auburn rings in cats, more distinct
ring markings in kittens.
A further 10 points is allotted for condition.

the back. I personally prefer a slight ex-
tension of the tail colour, as I think it
aesthetically more pleasing - particularly in
a seated cat, but opinions vary on this point.

British standards do not include tail
carriage. In my own cats, tail positions va-
ry with mood and activity as in most other
varieties. I have two cats that carry their
tails coiled like that of a collie-dog. Their
adaptation to swing-doors, hung high enough
for a cat to walk under but not without im-
peding a high-held tail? My other cats carry
their tails upright when walking. They also
usually enter the kitchen via the serving-
hatch.

As in all "patterned" breeds, type
should never be subordinate to pattern per-
fection. The British show standard carries
the rider that: "This is the idea; occasion-
ally some cats may have small auburn markings
irregularly placed but this should not dis-
qualify an otherwise good specimen”.

It is interesting that Turkish people
eéxpect a good specimen to carry an auburn
finger or thumb-mark, "The mark of Allah", on
the otherwise all-white body.

CHARACTER, TEMPERAMENT AND PERSONALITY

I doubt if there is any creature more diffi-
cult to view objectively than a beautiful
companion cat. It is as a pure-bred companion
cat that the Turkish cat is most prized, and
in the home that the greatest "characters" of
the breed are to be found.

Even regarded with a seasoning of heal-
thy natural scepticism, the agglomerate of
collected stories about the prowess of indiv-
Lldual cats indicates a high cat I.Q. As no
*at will do anything it does not want to do,
chese reports corroborate my own findings

- that a remarkable degree of 'samadhi' exists
between Turkish cats and their human friends.

I prefer the sanskrit word 'samadhi' to
'taffection'. It means togetherness of mind
and cannot be confused with either fawning or
cupboard love.

As with every other creature, the extent
to which, and direction in which, the Turkish
cats' intelligence potential develops is de-
pendant upon environmental factors. Over
these factors, human contacts exert the
greatest control. So, paradoxically, the
most consistent characteristic of the Turkish
cat is the individuality of each Turkish cat
to the people with whom it resides.

As a variety; kittens adapt quickly to
family routine, and cats would seem to be
family rather than one-man cats. They seek
familiar human company, guite definitely dis-
criminating between a friend and a sleeping
cat. They stretch themselves to a languid
three foot, toe-to-toe measurement. Cats that
have been fondled but not restrained as kit-
tens drape themselves over chosen laps. Not
only the height to which some can jump, but
also the appearance of momentarily hovering
above a chosen spot, as though supported by
the current of air lifting the fur, is spec-
tacular. The cats "talk", can be trained to
a lead, many seem to have an actual affinity
for dogs, and in common with all alert cats,
whatever the variety, exhibit interest in
every activity in their vicinity. They also
love water.

THE SWIMMING CAT

The "swimming cat" became a popular name aft-
er Miss Laura Lushington's cats had been seen
swimming on a television programme and photo-
graphs of cats swimming both in Turkey and in
Britain had been published. May there not
have been a period in pre-recorded cat hist-
ory when no cat feared water? Cats of other
varieties often show interest in water, and
other cats can swim. We had a black Manx
that regularly swam across a stream with his
Bulldog companion.

R.P. Lister in his book "Turkey Observed"
makes the point that the cats are "not only
able, but willing, to swim". After watching
my cats for a period of years, I can find no
obvious stimulus. There may be a distant
link between natural selection by the survi-
val of the fittest and the fact that Eastern
Turkey has been subject to floodwaters, but
my observations show no consistency as to
time of day, time of year, weather conditions
or even the temperature of the water within a
range from warm to quite cool. The cats sim-
ply seem to enjoy water and to regard water-
play as one of their many pastimes.

Turkish cats can and do live happily
where water is only available in drinking
bowls.

For practical reasons, our own cats only
have access to areas of water sufficient for
water-play, and it is this "playing" in water,
reminiscent of children in a pool, that most

peopie i 5urpri.ing'(f.‘ontinued on page 45)
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ﬂERITAGE (Continued from p.6)

Since the Oriental Shorthair has just
been recognized, there is no show record from
which to cite exciting examples of the breed.
Although I do not know either the name of the
cat nor the breeder, a blue ticked Oriental
Shorthair was presented to the C.F.A. Board
in October, 1975. It is the most fantastic-
ally beautiful cat I have ever seen and,
hopefully, that cat or one of its offspring
will be the first C.F.A. Grand Champion Ori-
ental Shorthair.

GRAND CHANPION
DOCIA-DAQ'S
SECOND TIME

Smoke Exotic
Shorthair
bred & owned
by Don &
Barbara Yoder.

At the opposite extreme of body types is
the shorthaired Persian known as the Exotic
Shorthair. Conceived as a breed to make
saints out of sinners, the Exotic Shorthair
was quietly envisioned as a dumping ground
for the hybridized Silver American Shorthair.
No doubt, there were those who felt that the
breed would be shortlived and ultimately
tossed over the side taking with it the re-
registered hybrids. Contrary to official
C.F.A. minutes, it was Lee Carnahan who res-
cued the breed from demise and, much to
everyone's surprise, the Exotic Shorthair got
its second wind and took off.

Barbara and Don Yoder put the breed on
the map with DOCIA-DAOC'S TRILBY. There are
now many Grand
Champion Exo-
tics and many
more to come.

The future
of the fancy is
in good hands
... and that's
the long and
short of itl##4

GCRAND CHAMPION
PENTRE PETER,
the author's
Cream Exotic
Shorthair male.
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TURKlSH VAN {Continued from p.9)

As the cats "swim" of their own volition
and not from necessity or through human con-
ditioning, and as cats that could in no way
have learnt by example have taken to water as
readily as kittens reared in the company of
adult Turkish cats, the liking for water
would seem to be instinctive. Instinctive
animal behaviour is often accompanied by rit-
val, and it is interesting to observe that
the Turkish cats do have what appears to be a
ritual testing of the water.

In some respects, the reactions are ex-
actly the same as those of cats of any other
variety. A Turkish kitten will eventually
drown if it cannot get out of water. A Turk-
ish cat would leap if thrown into water, and
as cats are by nature averse to giving public
performances, the Turkish cat is seldom seen
to swim by those who expect a circus-act.
However, I doubt if there is any frequent
visitor who has not seen our cats in water so
often that it is in time taken for granted.

GROOMING
Turkish cats normally groom themselves very

efficiently., Fresh air, exercise, and suita-
ble diet are the basis of good coat condition
and, because the silky coat is not prone to
tangling, little brushing is necessary other
than during moulting.

We groom with rubber-cushioned, pure
bristle (not nylon) hair brushes and find the
cats enjoy the individual attention involved,
which indirectly conditions them to handling.

Turkish cats can be washed more easily
than cats that fear water, always remembering
that their liking is not for soapy water in
eyes or ears. Frequent washing does not seem
either necessary or advisable. Washing seems
to have a similar effect to powdering in pre-
venting drying quickly after water-play,
possibly because too much natural oil is re-
moved from the coat.

Care must be taken that nothing which
leaks colour is carried into a pool.

DIET

Turkish kittens and cats have large appetites.
Most cats do not drink milk. Their nutrition-
al requirements are those of any other good-
sized, active, muscular cat. Individual cats
develop individual likes and dislikes, and
breeders have individual menu preferences. I
like to introduce kittens gradually to as ma-
ny 'tastes' as possible in order that the ad-
ults' diet can be varied and balanced, and
for protein content favour a high proportion
of raw, red meats.

I have never persuaded any cat to accept
vegetables with meals, but my Turkish cats
will eat fresh-picked spinach leaves, young
sprouts and young garlic.

I like 6 month males to weigh 8 lbs; fe-
males about 7% lbs; adult males (stud and
neuter) to be firm-muscled and active, and
average 14 1lbs when full-grown; adult females
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A litter of Turkish Angora kittens bred by Mrs.
Janet Glen-West, With them {s their dam, VAN
BOSTANCI.

9-10% lbs. In fact, my cats show little va-

riance from my standards.

BREEDING

Turkish gueens average four very sturdy,
attractive kittens to a litter. It is an
accepted general breeding policy that most
queens are restricted to one litter a year in
recognition of the fact that kittens require
an extra time allotment from a breeder's oth-
er commitments and that each gqueen and mating
should be given individual consideration. In
the Van region and amongst the 'ancients'
temperature would, I think, have restricted
the length of the breeding season.

To the would-be breeder, relative scar-
city is the main item on the debit side. 1In
comparison with numerically larger breeds,
the choice of available cats is limited at
any one time. The initial cost of a minimum
breeding stock is high. Queens are unlikely
to find suitable studs conveniently available
geographically. A stud is likely to be
underworked.

On the credit side: the conservationist
will approve Miss Lushington's early emphasis
upon preserving type with no concessions to-
wards altering the original cat, or allowing
quantity breeding to depreciate guality.

The hardiness of Turkish cats is commen-
dable. Most gueens make excellent mothers.
Fathers can be very affectionate. Kittens
are born patterned, grow rapidly, and are
very active, playful and mischievous.

Together with basic breeding principles,
and without detracting from their importance,
I think one should always keep in mind the
fact that genetic heritage can only supply
potential. Environmental factors must be
right if the potential is to be developed to
the full extent.

SHOW SUCCESS

VAN ALANYA, born June 20, 1962, bred, owned
and loved by Miss Laura Lushington, was the
first Turkish cat to gain a championship. 1In
the 1971-'72 season, KASTAMONOU YAVASKA, bred
by Mrs. L. Russell and owned by Mrs. F. Bond,
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and NAZILLI, owned and bred by Miss L. Jarman
(now Mrs. Burnett), also became champion
queens. In 1973, VAN SAYAN, a grandson of
VAN ALANYA, born January 27, 1972, bred for
me by Miss Lushington, proved himself "worthy
and deserving"” as his name implies by becom-
ing the first male Turkish champion and sir-
ing the now champion VADIBATI 2ZADE, owned by
Miss Maureen O'Sullivan and Miss Madeleine
Stanley, and the now champion VADIBATI ZENCE-
FIL, owned by Mrs. Koeneman, Holland.

GCCF champions are reguired to have
three generations of registered Turkish cats
shown in their immediate ancestry.

The variety is not widely shown, and of-
ten a judge's mental image of the perfect cat
has more relevance than competitive compari-
son to the granting of a challenge certifi-
cate.

Phenotype and condition can be adeguate-
ly judged at a show. My own cats exhibit
themselves more advantageously in the larger
area available to them in their home environ-
ment where they can demonstrate their remark-
able agility, indicate their mental ability,
and where one can see the tail not just as a
'‘brush' but so very much 'like a flame'.

MORE PHOTOGRAPHS AND READING
For the selective breeder, photographic re-

cords invaluably augment pedigree information.
Pictures can be found in a number of non-
specifically cat publications. Single rele-
vant illustrations are in:

The Observers' Book of Cats - Grace Pond;

A1l Color Book of Cats - E. Towe & C. Metcalf
All Colour Book of Kittens - Howard Loxton;

The Complete Cat Encyclopaedia - edited by
Grace Pond includes several photos of Turkish

cats. Amongst those taken by Sonia Halliday
are two females brought from Turkey by Miss
Lushington and two males bred by her from
these queens: GUZELLI ISKENDERUN (first £ im-
port) and VAN ATTILA STANBUL (m) from her ma-
ting with sTamsur BrzaNTIUM (first m import);
ANTALYA ANATOLIA (import f) and VAN CELIK BUR-
pur (m) from her mating with surpUr (import
m) .
Rex, Abyssinian & Turkish Cats - Alison Ash-
ford & %race Pond contains identified photos
by Anne Cumbers of cats owned by breeders Mrs.
Tidmarsh and Mrs. Russell, in addition to
some of Miss Lushington's Van cats photograph-
ed by Sonia Halliday.

1970-'71 contains an il-

Cat Lover's Journal
Tustrated article by Iris Hancox.

PURCHASING A TURKISH CAT
It is impossible to achieve more than a very

general impression of the distribution of
'Van Cats' in present-day Turkey. Cats would
seem, over the last half century (possibly
some also earlier) to have been bred both in
the Van District (still not easily accessible
and I have no recent report) and in other
parts of Turkey - and to have bred. Within
recent years, and with an increase of tourist
visitors, the cat in Turkey would seem to
have acquired a new commercial value. The

-

soundest advice one could offer anyone is the
old 'Caveat Emptor' (buyer beware). The re-
sponsibility lies upon the shoulders of the
'fancier' to ensure that a cat complies with
requirements, if only because it may not be
understood exactly what is required. With
the right contacts, I think it would still be
possible to find the right cat.

There is no centre of registration for
cats in Turkey, and I doubt if many written
records such as we know them exist; which is
not of course to say that cats are not bred
to a conformity which has been appreciated in
that country for many human-generations.

Because there is no administrative body,
there are no "recognized" records of breeding
acceptable to the Governing Council of the
British Cat Fancy.

In England, an imported cat's pedigree
shows ancestry as “"unregistered in Turkey",
and a cat is entered on the Supplementary re-
gister - (SR or SR/NS) on the pedigree). When
Turkish Cat great-grandparents, grandparents,
and parents on both sides have been register-
ed, the kittens of the next generation are
eligible for full registration, e.g. VAN BO-
STANCI having a grand-dam imported from Tur-
key has supplementary registration. Her kit-
tens have full registration.

A number of 'altered' cats have been ex-
ported from England to private owners in oth-
er countries. During 1973, Ans Koeneman col-
lected breeding stock from three breeders in
England and is the first breeder of Turkish
Van Cats in Holland. She already has a num-
ber of show awards. In April, 1975, in Ant-
werpen, VADIBATI ZENCEFIL got his third CACIB
and became an International Champion, the
first amongst the Turkish Cats, and his son,
SPENSIVE, already has one CAC to his credit.

Before parting with a cat, a breeder
must be assured of its future welfare and, if
breeding stock is involved, the future of the
variety. This applies very generally to the
ethical breeder of any variety in Britain. In
addition, breeders may prefer a 'fancier' to
see related adult cats before choosing a kit-
ten and before finally deciding that they
appreciate the Turkish Cat. Each individual
breeder will also have individual priorities
and, in most cases, other commitments.

There is no simple rule of thumb for ob-
taining a Turkish Cat or cats. The situation
could well be different for each individual
'‘fancier'. Breeders who might be contacted
include:

Ans Koeneman, Molenweg 1, Wedde (Gr), Holland

Mrs. Tidmarsh, 310 Botley Road, Burridge, Nr.
Southampton, England;

Mrs. Russell, Applemore Cottage, Dibden,
Southampton, England;

or myself, Norlands, Norlands Lane, Thorpe,

Egham, Surrey, England.

I seem to answer a great number of gue-
ries on the breed but we are in no way com-
mercial breeders, do not send cats unaccom-
panied, and our kittens go to people who know
our cats.###





