
the neck is extremely thick, The shoulders 
hould be at least as broad as the head. In 

younger adults, the hip and pelvic area are 
slightly slimmer than The shoulders. as in a 
swmuner's body. The hips broaden with 
age, so thev are the same width as the 
sl,oulders in' mature cats. In balancinz the 
cat on one hand (not recommended!), the 
center of gravity would be under the 
houlders at any age. 

Legs ana Feet - The legs ar 
moderately long in proportion With the 
body, muscular with medium boning. 
Because of the deep chest, the front legs are 
set wide apart on the body. The feet are 
moderately lart~e, but are not splayed out. 
When the foot IS off the table, there should 
be a smooth line from the ankle around the 
tip of the foot. 

Tail - The tail is long, in proportion 
with the body, reaching to the shoulder 
blade. The mature Van tail should have a 
bottlebrush ~ppearance, never flowing or 
plumed nor as long-haired as the Turkish 
Angora or the Maine Coon. The tail hair 
length is sQmetimes slightly longer than the 
coat length on young speCImens, but is still 
considered Semi-longhair. 

VIII. Coat 

Length - The coat is semi-long in 
lengtll. Kittens may appear as short-hair 
until 6 months old. There is feathering on 
the ears, legs, feet and belly. Facial fur i 
short vear round. The breed exhibits two 
distin'c-l seasonal coats probably due t 
centuries of enduring the extreme seasons 
of Lake Van. The summer coat is thinner 
and shorter and the winter coat is ver)' 
plush and longer. Because this is a 
universal characterist.ic of the breed, 
allowances should be made for the seasonal 
coat. 

In the first few years of the Van 
breeding programs, two countries were 
vecv active in unporting cats from Turkev: 
England and Holland. Breeders in these 
countries selected slightly different 
characteristics to empnasize in their 
breeding programs willi slightly cli£ferent 
results. Alth,ough ~ppearanc~s Imply that 
we are dealmg wltli m'o different coat 
types, further investigatiQn and experience 
reveals that b)' full maturity (5 years old), 
all Vans have the same coat. The difference 
is in tile rate of development. The English 
coats are very thick, almost woolly in 
appearance. and develop at a young age. 
The Dutch coats are not as thick in young 
adults, often giving a very nice smooth, 
plush look to tne cat. Regardless, the main 
features to remember are: 1) there is no 
undercoat: and 2) the hair len2th is never 
long. 

Texture - The coat texture is very 
oft, often described as cashmere or rabbif

like. The public is often very surprised and 
instantly taken by' how soft the coat is. It is 
the kind of coat that vou would be pleased 
to wake up and find nestling by your cheek 
on your pillow. or cuddled up under the 
overs on a cold wi.nter night. It's a good 

thing that Van~ like to be petted, because 
you find yourself pe~ing them constantly 
lust because the fur IS so soft. Kittens go 
through a hard coat stage, so may not 
immediateh' ha"\re a soft CQat at -l months 
old. Howe>ver, by eight months, the coat 
should have the soft texture. 

IX. Color and Pattern 

Color - The main body color i' 
white. Vans come in all the 'standard' 
colors of cats, with the exception of the 
colQrpoint colors. You will often hear a Van 
breeder referring to their cat's color by just
using the non-white color, dropping thl? 
'and white/. It causes confusiQn sometunes, 
but since Vans only come in the van
pattern, just assume t1ie 'and white' is there. 

The red color was initiall 
described as auburn, and still is in many 
countries. This is an accurate description 
ince it is a v~ry deep. almost burnished, 

red. But red is the term used in the United 
tates by all cat registries, 50 we believed it 

would reduce complications in the 
re!Qstration paperwork to be consistent. 
Rea and white IS the most common color 
because tI1at is what was initially imported 
to England and red and cream continue to 
be the only accepted colors there. Since 
man)' cat books are from English
publishers. you will often see red Qr cream 
and white liSted as the only accepted colors.
Despite this, in the rest of the world Vans 
are accepted In red, black, or tortie and 
white WIth all the tabby, dilute and patch 
tabby versions of those colors. While iliere 
have been no cameo or silver tabby and 
white Vans coniirmed to our knowledge, 
there is no reason to assume those colors are 
not possible. 

The color descriptions are the 
same as in the other CFA l:ireeds with one 
exception, in the tortie or dilute tortie and 
white, the red or cream pQrtion is tabbied. 
In the tabby colors, the amount of tabby 
een is dependent on the size ana 

placement of the markings. It is rarely 
possible to determine if the tabby pattern IS 
classic or mackerel. In the past. the default 

n registrations has been classic.
It has been asked why the 

tandard specifies tortie and white 'rather 
than calico. "When determining the color of 
a Van, the tail is used since it is expected to 
be completely colored. Thus, in tne case of 
a tortie and white, only black and red are 
expected in the tail. The Van is not called a 
calico since white IS not expected nor 
desirable in the tail. It IS possible 
orne times to get some interesting looks by 

the separatiQn of colors in the parti-color. 
or example, red head markings and a black 

tail, Qr red on one side of the head and a 
matched black spot on the other side, 

Vans can play mischievous trick 
within a breeding program because of the 
piebald gene which creates the van-pattern. 
Since we can only identifv colors from the 
visible spots, the parti-c010r mothers mav 
provide some surprises in their litters. A 
black and while tQ black and white mating 
or a red and white to red and white mating 
can produce tortie and white females, ana 
blaeR or red and white males. In this case, 
the single color and white mother is reallv a 
hidden tortie aJ,d while. The same situatlon 
applies vdth the correspondmg dilute and 
patch tabby colors. It is possi!)le to go for 
several litters getting the expected colors, 
then just when you are sure }'our female is a 
~ingle color and white., up pops a tortie and 

white kitten. Not QnI\" does t:hJs affect vour 
assumptions of the mother, but it tl1fO\';S all 
assumptions about the coloring of past 
female offSflring out the window. It is als 
possible to have a patch tabby and white 
which can only be distinguished from a 
Ingle bod\' spot and not b" the tail. TIUs is 

the kind of trick that a Van just lo\'es t 
play, 

Pattern - The color of the "an
pattern is ideally confined to the head and 
tail. Markings 'on the legs are considered 
random markings, not part of the Van 
pattern. In the standarCl. one or more 
random markings are allowed, as long as 
the total colQred J?ortion does not exceed 
200,·0 of the entire cat. The o\'eralJ 
appearance of a van-pattern is the 
o\'erriding factor. The number or size of the 
random markings is not of concern as Lon~ 
as they do not give the appearance of a 
bicolor and do not distract from the overall 
\ an-pattern. 

It does appear that some of the so
called 'random' markings can be readily 
passed down to offspring, such as the 
shoulder spot, or a tail runner (color 
running from the tail up the spine). There . 

ne tortie and white female whose tortie 
and white daughters and granddaughters 
can always be distin~ishea by the perfect 
alternating stripes of black and while in 
ilieir tails. More than one line in the U.s. 
has a cli.stingwshing marking which can be 
traced through many generations. 
Symmetry of the head markings is also a 
trait that can be encouraged through careful 
breeding. The gene pool is not large 
enough to make this a requirement in tIle 
standard, nor do we really want to require it 
because that would be 'constructing' th 
breed in our desired image. But on the 
whole, most people find symmetrical head 
markings the most pleasing and 'flashy' 
look. 

A blaze (a white streak up the 
forehead) to at least betw'een the front edge 
of the ears is desirable (lack of a blaze is a 
penally.) This maintains the traditional 
open klok on the face, rather than allOWing 
a dosed look with color straight across the 
face in a complete mask. The blaze is not 
required to be straight up the nose (it can be 
crooked or offside) or to have a set width. 
Lack of color on the head or tail is a 
disqualifying trait. 

In choosing breeding cats, Van 
breeders try to keep in mind that the 
different colQrs and shapes of tl,e head 
pattern can make the same face look quite 
QjIferent. Blue on the head seems to spread 
the ears apart, while black narrows the 
space between them. Color on the ears may 
make them look smaller. Color arQund the 
eyes makes them larger, while ev 
surrounded by white may appear sma1.ler. 
We try to watch out (aT these visual 
illusions which make the head look 
narrower or wider than it really is when 
evaluatin~ the cat. 

Pink is the ani" allowable nose 
leather CQlor. There IS nothing more 
distracting than a colored nose on a wlute 
face. However, while the paw pads are 
generally pink, other colors are allowed due 
to the h...·o color nature of the coat pattern. 

X. Conclusion 
So that is our tour of "Vandorn' 

and now you know most of our seuets. 
The most Important thing that rou should 
remember al:iout Van breeders IS that the\ 
are extremely dedicated to hadng a Van m 
the show ring look just like a Vancat 
walking the streets Qf the city of Van. Th 
standard has been writte.n to describe the 
cats as thev are, not what we want them to 
look like at some future date. Van breedm 
programs are predicated on the belief thal 
major changes in the look o\'er generations 
is not a desirable event. It is a naltual 
breed, with all the hybrid vigor, 
intelligence, vibrant personality and spunk 
(frustrating though it may be at times), that 
comes with that heritage and we love them 
for it. 

Deb Hayes and Karen Hooker 
registered their PaIl'odocs co-cattery in 1988, 
the same month Vans were accepted for 
miscellaneous registration. They have been 
alternately frusfrated, and delighted but 
alwavs in love with the breed ever since. 
Deb has been Turkish Van breed council 
ecretary since 1993. 

. This article was developed in 
connection with the Turkish Van Judges 
seminar, We apF'reciate all the effortD\' 
Pam DelaBar ana Karen Fogliani (Exdush'e 
Color, Inc.) in helping to put that 
presentation togetheT ana additlOnaUy to 
Wayne Trevathan, Jean Grimm and Will 
ThompsQn for making the presentation a 
success. TIlan.ks go to all the Van breeders 
for the use of their pictures. 

See c1lnrt Oil follow;IIg page 

Continued .... 
377 



Reference Guide to Turkish an Characteristics 
(The allnbuteS of th" Turkt-tl V:m arc andicBled ;0 botd Iflllies.) 

continued (rom article on preVIous page 

prepared by Karen Hooker 

to 

Turkish Van 

Characteristics 

Reference Guide 

(The attributes of the Turkish Van are 
indicated in Bold italics) 

extremes 
ex1r~mes 

haraclerisllc • , 
coou lenglh ItlOg lemi·long. except ruff short 

Pel'!iian which iJ long Siamese 
lcg height ~han medium tall 

PersilUl Siam."e 
I.UI length &hon medium tong loog 

Per>Uln MlU/Ic Coon 
mt.ISClc dell5lty low medium high 

Birman 
boaing fine medium heavy 

TurkWl Anlto,... PersiWl 
"tIght 

rml"" 6-1()j1 }().1S# 15-2Q1f 
femaJe~ -8/1 8-12# 12·1511 

Turmb Anl!On Maille Coon, 
foco shllpa angular wedge wedge with T1}unded round 

Onemll! ShortlLwr edees Persians 
wedge SI1,e narrow medium - younger broad. In 11IJUure 

Onentw ShuI'\bOlr e~umol." males 
prorile Dose and chm nOI nO>e and elI/n In nooC. chm Wld forehe3d 

allltned alignment in aU$!!Imenl 
nose prome strnight gentle dope obVIOUS break 

Turkish An~orn PersiDll 
eu ·il. small for head mrdium.lJzrge !Jlrge fur llellll 

PerSian Devoo Rex 
ear .'let on lap t.1f Ite.ul >/igJuly nu/ward j1IlTB fiarc.d to side of head 

Turlci.<hAnl!Ofll SiJunese 
eye size small for face open eltpnui.e • in large [Of mce 

JlfOJlOrUOIf to face 
eyehape almotld wolnut/peach pi/ round 

SlilIDe~e Pers'30 
eye one.ntauon in line sfighl eo,.,..flTd slanf major slam 

Persian ~iamese 
body length $1\011 medium long 

PCl1ii4n Maine. Coon 
body ~hape sqllllt"f rectunplJzr tapering rectaDgulll/' 

Petsllm towards hindllllurlen Ivlai.n" COQO 
CCJ\ler of gravity towards back of body cenler of body towurd.' front .'fbody 

Y:JU1Tsnips Y:Jersians 00hds *7]/- Gokrs *Vans 
G:J7I Gallery o/C"..x.cellence
 

Purrsni,ps Candytuft of KittyFlora Fozlit Land COlrdonblu' of Purrsnips 

BOBBI & TOMMY CORR 
17 JOHN STREET p'C'laJ '1lonk., fl, (y,l'''tol /r/e"d, 

- ar/~atl /)<!661<! ~(ttr /;/,,! rJ/on(z ::::/ti·re SELDEN, N.Y. 11784 
516-696-8207 
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