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The distinctive Turkish Van can trace
its roots back thousands of years.

hen the knobs on her entertainment cen-
ter mysteriously came loose, Linda Gor-
such, secretary of the Cat Fanciers’ Asso-
ciation’s (CFA) Turkish Van breed council, knew one
of her sweet Turkish Vans had discovered a new way
to make mischief.

“One of my kittens was
unscrewing the hardware
on the knobs,” she ex-
plains, noting the breed’s
intelligence and uncanny
ability to find new ways to
play. “This breed can think
up things to do that most
other cats wouldn't.”

That innocent ingenuity
led Pat Chapman, a Turk-
ish Van breeder in Texas, to
install childproof latches
on her kitchen cabinets.

“I will now be installing them on my upper cup-
boards, as the cats open them in search of things to
play with,” she explains with a laugh, recounting
her cats’ love of heights. “They are now getting on
the counters and on top of the fridge to open the
unsecured doors.”
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That problem-solving ability — and a general
zest for life — attract more and more fans every year.
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Combined with the cat’s devotion to its owner, the
traits make the Turkish Van an ideal pet, Chapman
says. “They are friendly, affectionate and loyal.”

Natural Evolution

The Turkish Van's innate intelligence has capti-
vated cat lovers for “centuries and centuries, going
back to the Crusades,” Gorsuch says. In fact, various
artifacts dating back 2,000 years — including a
Roman shield and frescoes in an Armenian church
— depict cats with the distinctive markings of the
breed, according to Chapman.

The breed developed naturally in the Lake Van
district of Turkey, an area that has been “invaded,
occupied and claimed by various empires over the
centuries,” Chapman says. “It is ringed by mountain
ranges, allowing a natural concentration of genes for
Turkish Van traits.”

Those traits include the cat’s characteristic coat
patter, distinguished by a white coat with colored
markings restricted to the head and tail

“The Van pattern refers ideally to two color
marks on the top of the head, separated by a white
blaze and a colored tail on a chalk-white cat,”
Chapman says.

While most cat fanciers easily recognize the red
and cream colors of the Turkish Van, the breed also
comes with black or blue patches, according to




Sharon Walcott, a Turkish Van breeder from Texas.
Most cat registries accept tabby versions of the four
colors, as well as tortoiseshell, dilute tortoiseshell,
brown-patched tabby and blue-patched tabby mark-
ings. As always, these colors should be restricted to the
head and tail, with a chalk-white body.

The Turkish Van can thank the piebald gene for
its beautiful coloration. According to Gorsuch, this
gene for “with white” originated in the Mediter-
ranean near where the Turkish Van developed. The
locale in Southwest Asia also contributed to the
breed’s coat texture, she says. Though longhaired,
the Turkish Van possesses just a single coat of fur
without an undercoat, ideal for the hot temperatures
of its native region.

Low Maintenance, High Energy
The breed'’s long fur requires little maintenance,
according to Gorsuch and Chapman. “The Turkish
Van is a wash-and-wear cat,”
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Chapman says. “With a few excep-
tions, Vans generally do not
require routine grooming.” She
recommends weekly combing to
prevent matting for cats with par-
ticularly fine, long coats.

Chapman also suggests that
new Turkish Van owners keep toi-
let lids closed.

“Turkish Vans are noted for
their unusual love of water,” she
says. “They love to use water as a
toy box. If you don't keep the toi-
let lids closed, you might be call-
ing the plumber at 2 a.m.”

Despite the Turkish Van's quest
for adventure, Chapman and Gor-
such wouldn't trade life with this
high-energy breed.

“I find the Van's combination of affection, intelli-
gence, ‘Dennis the Menace’ antics and wonderful
companionship unique and irreplaceable,” Chap-
man says. O
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Stacy N. Hackett, contributing editor to C
shares her Southern California home with two adorable
Cornish Rex cats, Carson and Evita, and a playful tabby

named Jackson.
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